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This study examines the identity challenges of the student leftist movement in Iran during the
2000s. The primary focus is on how this movement shaped its identity in response to the
legacy of Iran's leftist traditions and its approach to leftist political organizations abroad—
the research aimed to explore the dimensions and challenges of this movement's identity.
Conducted using a qualitative approach, the study collected data through a combination of
oral history (interviews with key informants) and document analysis. Thematic analysis was
employed to analyze data related to identity formation, generational conflicts, and external
interactions.

The findings revealed that generational transitions, migration, and political restrictions led to
weak connections between the student leftists of the 2000s and earlier generations of Iranian
leftists. The students criticized the previous generation for conservatism and inefficacy while
striving to construct and represent an independent and modern identity. Additionally,
students were divided into the 'Shurayi' (councils) and 'Radical’ factions, and they differed
regarding their approaches to public activism and identification; the former prioritized
cultural identity production, while the latter advocated party activity. Not all students
supported partisan activities, yet some within the Radical faction established connections
with abroad leftist organizations, which imposed significant costs on student activists and
fostered mistrust among them. Using Mannheim's concept of utopia, this study analyzed the
processes of identity formation within the student leftist movement..
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