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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The environmental crisis is one of the most significant current crises in Iranian society.
Research Article Indicators such as the ecological footprint index in Iran are worse than those in many

developed countries. In other words, the ability of the environment to regenerate itself in Iran
is lower than in many other regions of the world. Therefore, preserving the environment
should be one of the primary priorities for society, academia, and the government, although
this is not currently the case.

Resolving this crisis is not possible without making changes to the values, attitudes, and
lifestyles of the individuals in society. The "circular economy" is linked to a set of theories
and policies aimed at changing the values, attitudes, and lifestyles of individuals in society to
foster sustainable, environmental-friendly behaviors. Within the logic of a circular economy,
the consumption of goods is based on actual need, and goods remain in the consumption
cycle as long as they are functional, even if they require alterations. One of the key policies
in a circular economy is expanding the second-hand goods market to prolong the life cycle of
goods and reduce the consumption of Earth's resources. A significant portion of our
consumption is influenced by "fashion." Fashions change quickly and lead us toward new
products. Stepping away from the market pressures, advertisements, and moving toward

Article history: consumption based on real needs requires social discourses that propagate environmental
Received 26 August 2024 values and define consumption based on genuine needs. Moving away from a culture that
Received in revised form 29 views buying and selling second-hand goods as a sign of economic incapacity and an act of

September 2024 desperation, and promoting anti-consumption ethics, necessitates changing the value systems
Accepted 10 March 2025 of individuals.

Published online 9 April 2025 The empirical question of this article is to what extent the second-hand goods market is
prevalent in Iranian society and what motivations drive individuals to engage in this market.
The answers to the empirical questions of the research were obtained through a survey
method with a sample of \.~..people in Tehran. The results of the study show that a

substantial portion of society does not participate in the second-hand goods market. The
primary motivation for the segments of society that do participate in this market is economic
and functional. Thus, we do not observe the formation of sustainable, environmental-friendly
behaviors in this domain. The motivations of those who participate are often economic and
functional rather than social and ethical.

It seems one of the most significant reasons for this issue is the lack of connection between
trading in the second-hand market and symbolic, altruistic, and ethical capital. Intellectuals
and academicians have not adequately discussed the importance of this area, and the
relationship between the circular economy and environmental preservation is not clear to a
significant portion of society.

Keywords: Under these conditions, the impoverishment of society, particularly the middle class, is the
circular economy, natural main factor increasing the presence of individuals in the second-hand goods market.
environment, exchange, second  Although this situation inadvertently contributes to environmental preservation, it does not
hand goods, motivations generate sustainable, environmental-friendly behaviors. However, this situation may be seen

as an opportunity to develop sustainable environmental relationships. Achieving this goal
relies on the increased participation of academicians, intellectuals, and media in building
symbolic capital and ethical values associated with environmental-friendly lifestyles and
consumption..
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