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This research employs a critical ethnographic approach to investigate intercultural relations
and socioeconomic dynamics in multicultural regions. Drawing upon the theoretical
frameworks of structural Marxists, including Frank, Poulantzas, and Althusser, as well as the
urban sociological perspectives of Harvey and Lefebvre, this study examines the relationship
between cultural pluralism, economic success among diverse ethnic groups, and the impact
of ethnic diversity and societal polarization on urban development. Data were collected
through participant observation and in-depth interviews with 28 individuals from Takab, a
multicultural city. A purposive and maximum variation sampling method was used to select
participants based on their occupation and ethnicity, ensuring a comprehensive
understanding of the community's diverse experiences. Our findings indicate that economic
disparities in Takab are not a result of inherent cultural traits or characteristics of ethnic
groups. Instead, these differences are fundamentally rooted in structural factors and macro-
level policies. Ethnicity emerges as a significant determinant of economic relationships, and
ethnic diversity is shown to have a considerable impact on economic growth and
development. Furthermore, the study reveals that institutional ethnic discrimination has
weakened intercultural communication and exacerbated ethnic divergence within the city.
Cultural groups now tend to "other" each other, actively creating and maintaining distinct
social boundaries. Therefore, we conclude that the key to rebuilding cultural relations in
multicultural areas lies in promoting balanced development through trans-ethnic approaches
to economic policy. This research underscores the need for policies that address systemic
inequalities rather than attributing economic outcomes to cultural differences
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