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This paper seeks to develop the theory of narrative interpretation of Iranian history. In this
regard, it generally criticizes the views of Mohammad Ali Katouzian in his book "State and
Society in Iran; The Fall of the Qajar Dynasty and the Establishment of the Pahlavi Dynasty"
based on the fourteen propositions or claims of the book. At the end of the article, the theory
of narrative interpretation of Iranian history will be introduced as an alternative to
Katouzian's theories. To implement such a theoretical critique and advance the narrative
theory, this theoretical research first extracts six axioms from the discussions of Katouzian's
book and then evaluates the theoretical and empirical adequacy of these fourteen
propositions or claims (theses) of Katouzian. Some findings of this critique show that
Katouzian's claims are subject to serious criticism at both the narrative and epistemological
levels. However, the three basic claims of Katouzian's book, namely 1- the existence of an
autocratic state and society in Iran, v- the short-term nature of Iranian society, and v- the lack
of the concept of the nation and the spirit of nationalism in Iranian history, are criticized the
most. The article presents a new historical sociology approach and a narrative interpretation
of Iranian history. This approach, which tries to remain separate from the field of sociology
or history, claims that narratology can provide a more plausible alternative for interpreting
the history of social developments in Iran. Narratology is a new method in historical
sociology that considers Iranian history not only as historiography, and chronology but also
as the proper insertion of history. This type of narratology deals with the detailed
historiography of social processes and the correct insertion of their social interpretation.
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