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This article investigates the urban development in post-revolutionary Tehran based on the
studies of criticism of neoliberalism. In the first step, a definition of neoliberalism in the
urban context will be provided, followed by an assessment of the urban neoliberal
components through the actions of the Karbaschi administration. This research has utilized a
case study approach with various data collection and analysis methods. The data collection
technique included interviews with experts from the three fields of social sciences,
economics and urban planning, and reviewing documents, press reports, statistics and
previously collected data. The article's findings demonstrate that neoliberal policies in the
urban context in Iran, such as financial self-rule, deregulation, decentralization from the
central power, privatization, and outsourcing of services to contractors, a business-oriented
approach to urban issues have been implemented despite their differences from those in other
Western countries. The Tehran municipality relied on the construction sector to provide
financial resources which led to the reconstruction of the urban economy which abandoned
centralized urban planning to facilitate market forces. Despite extensive debates about the
concept of neoliberalism and the socio-economic formation of iranian society, it is clear that
the market component has influenced the formation of urban policies. In addition, The
decentralization and empowerment of the municipality in Tehran led to widespread
corruption and informal alliances with semi-private sector capitalists and governance
institutions, creating a unique situation in combination with free market mechanisms which
we refer to as "incomplete neoliberalism".
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