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Throughout the tumultuous history of Iranian politics and society, the clergy have consistently held a
central position. Social and political transformations in the country have often been intertwined with
their active involvement. One of the fundamental goals and promises of the Islamic Revolution was to
universalize political activism among all citizens, transforming them into active and engaged
individuals. However, it appears that the political participation of the general populace in the decades
following the revolution has largely been limited to electoral involvement. In contrast, the political
activism of the clergy is officially recognized by the political system, and they are provided with
resources and opportunities for this purpose.

This study aims to gain a more precise understanding of the political activism and political culture of
two distinct groups: the general populace and the clergy. It also investigates the relationship between
these variables and their various forms of economic, social, and cultural capital. The research is based on
a theoretical model derived from Pierre Bourdieu's field theory.

This is a descriptive-analytical study that employed a survey questionnaire method for collecting field
data. The statistical population included the clergy and the general populace in Tehran. A non-random
quota sampling method was used: for the clergy, 25 seminaries were randomly selected, and then 30
individuals were incidentally selected from each seminary; for the general populace, public squares in
Tehran's 22 districts were randomly selected, and individuals were accidentally selected.

The variables were operationalized and measured as follows: social capital (based on Putnam's theory
and the instrument by Qasemi et al., encompassing trust, norms, and cooperation networks); cultural
capital (as defined by Bourdieu, including educational, artistic, scientific, and religious activities,
ownership of cultural goods, and educational qualifications); economic capital (employment, income,
ownership, and savings); political culture (from a participatory vs. subject perspective, based on Almond
and Verba's model and measured using indicators from Muller, Olsen, Whitefield, and Evans); and
political activism (based on Milbrath and Goel's model, including voting, electoral campaigning,
contacting officials, protesting, and social activities). The reliability of the indices was confirmed by
Cronbach's alpha (ranging from 0.738 to 0.771), and the validity of the political culture and activism
scales was established through factor analysis (KMO > 0.8).

Data analysis revealed that within the general populace group, all types of capital (economic, social, and
cultural) had a significant relationship with political culture. Social and cultural capital demonstrated a
positive and direct relationship, whereas economic capital exhibited a negative and inverse relationship
with political culture. In the clergy group, only social capital showed a significant relationship with
political culture. A significant and positive relationship was observed between political culture and
political activism in both the general populace and clergy groups, although the intensity of this
relationship was stronger among the general populace. The mean score for political activism among the
clergy (4.29) was significantly higher than that of the general populace (2.98). Furthermore, 45% of the
clergy exhibited high political activism, compared to only 8.8% of the general populace.

These findings suggest that the political culture and activism of the general populace and the clergy are
influenced by different mechanisms related to various forms of capital. The lack of significant influence
of personal economic capital on the political culture of the clergy can be attributed to their historical
background and institutional structure, which views political activism as independent of individual
economic status and benefits from resources such as religious endowments (e.g., khums, zakat) and ties
to the bazaar. Conversely, the inverse relationship between the general populace's economic capital and
their support for the political system may indicate the impact of material pressures on their political
attitudes. Social capital significantly enhances the participatory nature of the general populace's political
culture (by 37%). In contrast, the political culture of the clergy, despite their high social capital, shows a
weaker correlation with it and appears more rooted in Islamic principles and a sense of religious duty
(taklif-garaee), potentially indicating a divergence between the two groups. An increase in cultural
capital among the general populace, while fostering a more participatory political culture (20%
increase), enhancing feelings of political efficacy (21% increase), and strengthening pro-democracy
sentiments (28% increase), concurrently reduces support for the political system (by 11%). Given the
existing limitations on activism, this could lead to alienation or demands for change, aligning with
theories of relative deprivation and unbalanced development. The higher political activism among the
clergy is attributable to their more participatory political culture and the system's formal recognition and
facilitation of their engagement, positioning them as Milbrath's "political gladiators."
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