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Objective: This research aims to critically reassess the theoretical frameworks used to classify
nomadic-pastoral societies, which often rely on rigid, ideal-type categories such as "pure
nomadism," "pure pastoralism," or "semi-nomadism." Through a historical ethnography of the
multi-resource economy of the Jaf Tribal Livelihood in Javanrud, Western Kurdistan, in the pre-
1960s, the study seeks to move beyond this reductionism and Typologys. It specifically examines
the types of subsistence resources, the internal mechanisms of their organization, the role of socio-
cultural dynamics, mobility, and the impact of power relations and gender on resource access and
control.
Method: This study employs an exploratory approach based on the framework of historical
ethnography and the anthropology of memory. The primary methodology involves deep interviews
with elderly members of the Jaf community across 22 villages in the Javanrud region. Participants
were selected purposively for their direct lived experience and historical memory of the period
under study. The method uses narratives, oral histories, and spatial recollection to reconstruct the
lived experience and socio-economic organization of the past. Analysing involved thematic
classification and deep interpretation of these narratives, comparing accounts across different
ecological zones and social positions to identify patterns and internal logics of resource
combination and social structure.
Findings: The findings reveal a highly flexible and layered multi-resource economy organized
around a dynamic, three-tiered system: I. Primary Resources: The main economic activities were
complementary livestock farming and rainfed agriculture. These were deeply interconnected, Using
straw in agriculture as fodder and manure as fertilizer. Il. Supplementary Resources: This layer
included activities like gathering wild plants, hunting, and fishing production of dairy products
(butter, oil) and handicrafts. These activities provided essential support and diversification, with
women playing a central role in their production. Ill. Situational Resources: These were crisis-
dependent resources activated during environmental or political shocks. The most significant was
acorn bread. Other situational resources included seasonal wage labor, and selling tree resin (from
Pistacia). Crucially, resources could shift between these layers based on circumstances; for
instance, agriculture could collapse from drought, making pastoralism the only primary resource
and forcing a reliance on situational resources.
Discussion: The discussion critiques the limitations of traditional anthropological typologies for
understanding economies like that of the Jaf. It argues for a fluid, context-dependent analytical
model where resources are defined by their functional position within a socio-ecological system
rather than by a fixed, inherent nature. The proposed three-layered model accounts for the
dynamism and interchangeability of resources. This model aligns with and expands upon Philip
Salzman's concept of "multi-resource nomadism™ but places greater emphasis on the situational and
gendered dimensions of resource use. The findings demonstrate that the Jaf economy was a
complex, adaptive system where ecological constraints, political structures, kinship networks, and
gender relations collectively shaped resource organization.
Conclusion: This study concludes that the multi-resource economy of the Jaf Tribes of Javanroud
was a complicated, resilient system characterized by flexibility, diversification, and the strategic
mobility of resources across three interactive layers. The research challenges the adequacy of
classic anthropological dichotomies and proposes a new analytical-conceptual model for
understanding similar "in-between" societies. This model emphasizes the situational, relational,
and gendered nature of resources, highlighting their capacity to shift layers in response to
environmental, political, and economic pressures. This framework provides a tool for analyzing
economic organization, social change, and resilience strategies in nomadic-pastoral-peasant
communities beyond the specific case study, moving towards a more dynamic and accurate
understanding of their complex livelihoods.
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