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Designing a post-humanist theoretical model for the analysis of femininity in
social networks
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Abstract

Research on women and social media has become a rapidly expanding field in communication
and media studies in Iran and globally. In Iran, however, most existing studies have been framed
within a humanist paradigm. The humanist paradigm centers the human subject and largely
overlooks the relational agencies of media and technological infrastructures. In contrast,
posthumanist approaches theorize phenomena as emergent effects of assemblages of human and
nonhuman actors. From this perspective, femininity on social media is not a stable, pre-given,
purely human category inherited from the past; rather, it is continuously produced through
relational entanglements with actor-networks and material-discursive forces.

The aim of this article is to advance such a theoretical orientation in order to better conceptualize
the complexity and dynamics of the becoming of femininity on social platforms. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, we develop a theoretical model for posthumanist analysis of
femininity in social media. The model draws on key posthumanist contributions, including Bruno
Latour’s actor-network theory, Karen Barad’s agential realism, and Donna Haraway’s cyborg
theory.

Keywords: post-humanism, femininity, social network, Actor-Network theory, agential realism,
cyborg
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Extended abstract

Background:

Research on women and social media is one of the growing fields in social and communication
studies in Iran and around the world. However, most of the studies conducted in Iran in this field
have been shaped within the theoretical and methodological framework of the “humanist”
paradigm. This paradigm places the human at the center of analysis and does not take into
account the interactions between human agency and media agency. In contrast, in the “post-
humanist” paradigm, a chain of human and non-human actors are involved in the creation of
phenomena.

Purpose:

The aim of this study is the theoretical development of a post-humanist approach to better
describe the complexities and dynamics of the creation of femininity in social networks. From
this perspective, the phenomenon of femininity in social media is not a fixed and purely human
matter inherited from the past, but rather a construct that emerges from the entanglements of
actor-networks and material-discursive forces.

Method:
This study was conducted using a descriptive—analytical method, through which a theoretical
model for post-humanist analysis of femininity in social networks was developed.

Findings:

The theoretical findings based on the critical review of the literature indicate that femininity in
social media is the result of relational constructions and the entanglement of human and non-
human agencies, and that it must be analyzed within chains of actor-networks and material-
discursive forces, not as a fixed and pre-existing human subject.

Conclusion:

The proposed model is grounded in the main theories of the post-humanist paradigm, including
Bruno Latour’s actor-network theory, Karen Barad’s agential realism, and Donna Haraway’s
cyborg. This model can provide a theoretical foundation for post-humanist analysis of femininity
in social media and open new pathways for future studies in this field.



