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Studying Iranian sociologist’s reception of classical sociologists is one of the most important
issues in understanding the state of sociology in Iran. Considering the formation of academic
sociology in the 1950s and the influence of French sociology centered on Durkheim among
Iranian sociologists, as the most important theoretical tradition, it is important to explore
Iranian sociologists’s reception of Durkheim. Translations and adapted works have played a
key role as a pathway for the introduction of sociological thought and specially durkheim’s
sociology. Therefore, examining different receptions of Durkheim’s sociology through
translated and adapted books can lead to an undrestanding of the initial engagements with
Durkheim’s ideas. There are various receptions of Durkheim’s sociology in the world and,
due to passive encounter of iranian sociologists with sociological thought in general,
Durkheimian sociology has evolved passively and under the influence of major Durkheimian
receptions. By using the methodology of reception history with a systematic approach and
research techniques such as reception-based qualitative and quantitative content analysis,
comparative thematic analysis, and document analysis, this research distinguishes two major
receptions of Durkheim: French reception centered on the problematic of “fait social total”
and Anglo-American reception of Durkheim centered on the problematic of “social order” in
Parson’s structural functionalism. It discusses the Iranian academic sociologist’s engagement
with Durkheimian thought in translated and adapted texts from the 1950s to 1980s.
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