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Abstract

This article aims to provide a genealogy of ascetic ethics in the post-revolutionary era. These ethics
emerged as a reaction to the cultural conditions of the pre-revolutionary period. During the era of the
second Pahlavi regime, a form of sexualized culture took shape, particularly within the realm of cinema.
The central issue addressed in this article is how ascetic reactions developed in the wake of this
sexualized culture. By synthesizing sociological, philosophical, and psychoanalytic approaches, the
study establishes a conceptual framework and employs a Nietzschean genealogical method. The
investigation is organized into three acts. The first act examines the sexualized culture of cinema during
the 1960s and 1970s (the 1340s and 1350s SH). Through an analysis of cinematic posters, this section
concludes that cinema underwent a process of "pornographization." In response to this shift, a specific
form of asceticism emerged during the era of the second Pahlavi—one aimed at resistance—which
constitutes the subject of the second section of this article. In this section, we interpret this asceticism
as it manifested within the social type of the "guerrilla" (revolutionary militant). In the third section, we
examine a distinct type of asceticism embodied by the Hezbollahi and Basiji figures during the post-
revolutionary and wartime periods. The objective of this article is to investigate the forms of asceticism
constructed throughout the process of Iran’s modernization. The sexualized culture of the pre-
revolutionary era generated an anxiety that, in turn, gave rise to various forms of asceticism intended to
negate and eradicate this culture. Among the guerrillas, this asceticism manifested primarily as
animosity toward "seductive" women, an embrace of poverty, and an orientation toward the "death
drive." Among the Hezbollahis, it took the form of an asceticism focused on the public appearance (or
"face") of others, coupled with hostility toward unveiled women. Among the Basijis, it appeared largely
through a sense of guilt, a commitment to a simple lifestyle, and a desire to distance themselves from
the values dominant in urban centers.
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