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Like any other social phenomena, mourning (azadari) is not static; impacted by a
variety of social variables, it goes through ups and downs and changes form. The
19th century (13th Hijri), especially the second half of the rule of Naser ad-Din Shah,
is one of the most important periods of proliferation of mourning; new mourning
ceremonies were born and ghuliw (extremism/exaggeration) became common.
Employing Durkheim’s theoretical framework and his concept of collective
effervescence, we have named this phenomenon “effervescent mourning”. The main
point of this article is to describe the characteristics of effervescent mourning and
explain the social causes of its proliferation in this period. In this paper we indicate
that this phenomenon is a reaction to society’s despair in the face of successive
inflictions of famine, cholera and plague, and the ensuing social crises such as
poverty and population decline.
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