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Forced immigrants and refugees are considered as vulnerable groups in reproductive
health and reproductive policy studies. The current study investigates the
reproductive health behaviors of immigrant Afghan women in Iran taking socio-
demographic factors into account. The data is collected through a survey applying a
multi-stage sampling method with a sample size of 200 Afghan married women in
Tehran province. The results indicates that unintended pregnancy, abortion ,low rate
of using contraceptives, and higher risk of sexually transmitted diseases are the most
notable reproductive health challenges of immigrant Afghan women in Iran. Findings
also show that the awareness of immigrant women about the various aspects of
reproductive health is low. The results of multivariate analysis shows that cultural
adaptation, generational status, household socio-economic status, awareness and
about reproductive health have the greatest impact on the reproductive health
behaviors of Afghan women. Findings indicate that immigrant Afghan women face
limitations, both in terms of social acceptance and access to the reproductive health
services. This situation leaves this group exposed to higher risk of diseases as well as
high-risk reproductive health behaviors. Elimination of structural and cultural
barriers to access reproductive health services for immigrant Afghan women are
suggested and discussed.
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