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Cities are intricate spatial systems directly intertwined with economics, politics, and power.
Understanding the urban world necessitates investigating the mechanisms that govern cities
through the lens of socio-political economy, allowing for an adequate comprehension of
relationships and mechanisms that govern urban areas. Cities can simultaneously serve as
hubs of development and centers of spatial inequality, where the right of citizens to the city
can be stripped away. This research aims to comprehend the mechanisms governing cities
and citizens. The research field is the city of Sanandaj. The research employs qualitative
methodology, specifically utilizing grounded theory, and conducted in-depth interviews with
32 citizens using purposive theoretical sampling. Based on the collected data from the
research field, four major themes emerged: dysfunctional institutional mechanisms, market
policies and capital accumulation, widespread ownership deprivation, and deprivation of
citizens from the right to the city. These themes indicate that in the studied field (Sanandaj
city), the mechanism of institutional policies and market forces produces and reproduces a
form of urban subjugation through extensive ownership deprivation and the denial of the
right to the city from its citizens. As a result, the four data-driven themes regarding "urban
subjugation through ownership deprivation" have been interwoven into a core theme.
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